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A Thought for
Adults

From The Kids' Travel Guide to the 10
Commandments, "“God established his
authority with the children of Israel when
he rescued them from the Egyptians.
Coming out of Egypt, the Israelites must
have considered monotheism
(worshipping only one god) a rather
radical concept. The Egyptians
worshipped many deities, including Ra,
the sun god; Horus, god of heaven; Shu,
god of the air; and Nut, goddess of the sky.
Out of the whirlwind of little gods, our God
speaks, “I am the Lord your God. . .You
shall have no other gods before me.”
Today we have temptations to worship
God in other religions.In many social
circles, the current buzzword is
“tolerance”. But Christianity was never
meant to be a benevolent symposium of
collective religious sympathy. Today gods
can masquerade behind science,
parapsychology, and multiculturalism, to
name a few.
As this world shrinks and our kids bump
into Buddhists, new Agers, and humanists,
pantheism is being disguised as
diversity.God doesn’t stand for it. He says,
“I am the Lord, and there is no other.”
(Isaiah 45: 18b) This chapter seeks to
equip our children with spiritual detectors
as they walk through a new millennium of
potential pitfalls. The children will discover
that out of a profusion of beliefs, idols, and
religious practices, God stands alone as
worthy to be worshipped.”

 

Memory Practice 

Each week we’ll be focusing on
one commandment. Today we
begin with the first
commandment: “Worship only
God” This is the memory
practice for this week. Perhaps
you could begin a habit of
saying the memory portion
each time you sit down for a
meal.



Today's Bible
Reference

EXODUS 20:1-3  AND GOD

SPOKE ALL THESE WORDS:

2 “I AM THE LORD YOUR

GOD, WHO BROUGHT YOU

OUT OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE

LAND OF SLAVERY.

3 “YOU SHALL HAVE NO

OTHER GODS BEFORE ME.

Home Activity/
Talking Point

Please read the following true story with your
child. Your child can use the green, yellow and
red papers from today's Kingdom Kids. As
you read the story, if God alone is worshipped
have your child quietly wave the green paper.
If God is not exactly being worshipped alone
or they aren't sure, have them wave the
yellow paper. If God is definitely not
worshipped alone, have them wave the red
paper. As a help, you'll see a color in
parentheses at appropriate places in the
story.

After the story, here are some questions you
might want to ask: (from Kids’ Travel Guide to
the 10 Commandments)

·Has anyone ever asked you to worship
something that isn’t God?
·What would you have done if you had been
Jessica?
·Do you know people who may not worship
God alone? What can you do when you are
invited to their homes?

You might say: “Jessica did a brave thing. It
isn’t easy to stand up for God. Like Jessica, we
need to worship only God. As God’s special
and treasured people, we need to ask him to
open our eyes and ears. He will help us to
obey his law: ‘You shall have no other gods
before me.’” Or, as we will learn it this quarter
“Worship only God.”

Jessica Stands Up 
(from Kids’ Travel Guide to the 10 Commandments)

Jessica raced ahead of Emily to her Kids Around the World
Club.
“Hurry up, Emily,” Jessica said. “We’re going to make Chinese
kites.” Jessica loved the crafts, songs and games they played
to explore the world.
Jessica was the first one there. Miss Taken was pulling a
strange statue out of a closet.
“What’s that?” Jessica asked.
Miss Taken spun around, “Oh Jess, let me introduce you to
Buddha.” (Wave yellow paper) The gold statue was of a fat
man wearing robes. He was sitting with his legs crossed. His
head was down, and he seemed to be concentrating. Miss
Taken placed the statue in the center of the table in the
middle of the room. As the other kids arrived, she carefully
placed some artificial flowers around the statue. (yellow)
Then Miss Taken said to the group, “Children, remember that
we’ve been studying Eastern countries. Today we’re going to
make kites for Buddha, who is an important part of one of the
religions in that area.” (red) 
Jessica suddenly remembered what she had learned about
God’s commandments: “Worship only God” (green) Jessica
squirmed. Her stomach did flip-flops. Miss Taken had the
group make kites out of rice paper and decorate them. Jessica
whispered to Emily, “I’m not sure about all this. (yellow) I
mean what about the commandment that says, “You shall
have no other gods”? (green)
Lighten up, Jessica,” Emily said.
“But you sat right next to me in Sunday school when we
learned the first commandment.” (green) 

“We’re not bowing down,” said Emily. “Can I borrow your
maker?”
The other kids were busy decorating their kites with
stickers while Miss Taken said, “At our festival, we’ll lay
the kites at Buddha’s feet in honor of the wonderful year
we’ve had.” (red) We’ll be inviting our parents and
grandparents.” Miss Taken continued talking about the
festival.
Jessica hardly heard Miss Taken because her head seemed
to be swimming with the words she had learned in church
that week: “You shall have no other gods before me.
Worship only God.” (green)
“Jessica,” Miss Taken said, “the other kids are finished.
Please, hurry.”
“Miss Taken, I…I…I need some stickers.” Jessica wished she
weren’t so shy. She wanted to tell her teacher how she
felt. (yellow)
The kids were gathering around the statue as Miss Taken
explained that many people around the world honor
Buddha – people who live in countries such as Japan, India,
China, and even here in the United States. Jessica thought,
“It’s OK to learn about other religions. But if she asks me
to honor him, that would be putting a god before my God.”
(green) Jessica listened closely to her teacher while she
dipped her marker in water and swirled colors on her kite.
Miss Taken said, “I’ll teach you a song to sing while we are
laying our gifts at Buddha’s feet.” (red) 
Jessica stood up. The kite and markers tumbled to the
ground. Jessica took a big breath and said, “Miss Taken, I
won’t be at the festival.”
“Oh, too bad, Jessica. Are you going out of town?”
“No. If I came, I would be breaking God’s first
commandment that says, ‘You shall have no other gods
before me.” I can’t be a part of that.” (green) 
The room got very quiet. Everyone’s eyes seemed to be
like lasers shooting through Jessica.
“Oh,” Miss Taken said. “I see.”
Emily stood up next and said, “I won’t be there either.”
(green)
Then Jake stood up. (green) Then Miguel. (green) Jessica
said, “Miss Taken, I enjoy learning about other countries
and religions. But when you ask us to make gifts and
honor something that isn’t God, it goes against God’s laws
about worshipping him alone.”
“Well, I never really thought of it like that,” Miss Taken
said. “Of Course, I’d never ask you to do something you
don’t feel right about.”
Jessica was glad that she had stood up for God.


