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A Thought for
Adults
From The Kids' Travel Guide to the 10
Commandments
 “Robbery comes in various shades –
cheating, defrauding, and borrowing
something and failing to return it, for
example. God condemns them all. God not
only asks us to refrain from stealing, but
he also calls the Christian to earn money
so that “he may have something to share
with those in need,” (Ephesians 4:28). In
this lesson, the children will learn to focus
on being givers, not getters. 
My two-year-old’s answer to “Where are
my car keys?” was “The big, bad wolf
came in and ate them all up.” You don’t
need to teach a child how to lie. Lying is a
latent part of our human nature. In
Genesis alone there are at least eleven
stories of people who lied and/or
deceived. And that’s only the first book!
From Abraham to Ananias, the entire
Bible is full of God’s people lying,
deceiving, and bending the truth. People
lie mostly out of fear of other people. It’s
not other people we ought to fear but our
holy God who commands, “You shall not
give false testimony.”
It’s logical that God prohibits lying after he
forbids stealing. We often lie to cover up
other sins. In this lesson, the children will
see who is hurt by lies; see what messes
come from our lies; learn that it’s always
best to tell the truth, even though they
may suffer consequences; and commit
themselves to truth-telling.”

Memory Practice 
Since we missed a few Sundays in
September due to Covid, we talked about two
commandments this week. By now, the first
few commandments should be pretty well
memorized. If you’re finding that memory
practice is taking too long, start at #5 this
week (with an occasional review of 1-4 – the
ones focused on our relationship with God).
And remember to use the actions from the
song as they will help internalize the memory.
1.      Worship only God
2.      Don’t have an idol
3.      Honor God’s name
4.      Keep the Sabbath Day
5.      Respect your Mom and Dad
6.      Do not murder
7.      Keep your marriage vows
8.      Don’t steal other people’s stuff
9.      Don’t tell a lie



Today's Bible
Reference

EXODUS 20:15-16

“YOU SHALL NOT

STEAL. YOU SHALL

NOT GIVE FALSE

TESTIMONY AGAINST

YOUR NEIGHBOR.”

Home Activity/
Talking Point

Does your child get an allowance?
There are differing opinions about
‘paying’ children for doing chores.
One thought is that earning their
own money gives children an
opportunity to learn about giving,
spending and saving at an early
age. Young children might receive
a set amount each week, or the
amount might be linked to the
chores they do without being
reminded. Whatever you choose,
be sure to have your child give
some to God, some into savings
and some to spend. Encouraging a
giving spirit is an effective way to
combat the “gimme” spirit that
leads to stealing.
Take some time this week to talk
about lying with your child. If
possible, tell a story from your
past when you told a lie. Don’t
overlook the sinfulness of your
action and be sure to emphasize
both the consequences and God’s
forgiveness. It’s important for
children to hear the adults in their
family acknowledge that they are
not perfect. This makes it easier to
confess to you when they sin.

If you watch TV with your
children, you might want to
discuss some of the
exaggerations in
commercials or even in the
shows. Have they ever
received something that
wasn’t as good as the
commercials showed? Help
your child recognize that
partial truths are also lies.
Play some board games this
week. Cheating at games is a
form of stealing and lying.
And learning to lose
graciously is a good
beginning to honoring God’s
commandments.

1.     Worship only God
2.     Don’t have an idol
3.     Honor God’s name
4.     Keep the Sabbath Day
5.     Respect your Mom and Dad
6.     Do not murder
7.     Keep your marriage vows
8.     Don’t steal other people’s stuff
9.     Don’t tell a lie
10.   Don’t want anything that 
       belongs to someone else
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Commandments


