
  
 
 

 

   
          

CO.mission 
2016 Colorado Missions Project 

General Information 
 

 
Ed & Anita Rennells were long-time members and 
leaders at Trinity Bible Church before “retiring” to 
Colorado in 2013 to launch Soaring Wings Ministries, a 
ministry we continue to support as partners. They have 
invited us to send a team from “the Weird Herd” to 
northern Colorado this coming August 6-14 to assist 
them in their work with the homeless.   
 
Thank you for your interest in this project.  If you have 
any questions, feel free to ask project leaders Dan 
Thompson or Jim Dudley, or anyone on Trinity’s 
missions leadership team: Paul & Danielle Cole, Doug 
& Kim Dean, or Christel Dudley. 

 
 

 
http://www.soaringwingsministries.org

Our Task 
As with any missions project, plans can change, but here are the 
specific areas in which we have been asked to serve on this trip: 

Ø Construction: Help advance an ongoing project at the 
Soaring Wings ranch — an addition which will provide 
temporary housing for a homeless family. The exact nature 
of the work (drywall, flooring, finish carpentry, painting, etc.) 
will become clearer as summer approaches, depending on 
funding and the progress of the contractors who are 
starting it. 

Ø Landscaping: Create a patio outside the addition where 
SWM can host picnics and other events for the homeless. 

Ø Direct outreach: assemble blessing bags and distribute 
them to the homeless in Ft. Collins; serve at a free public 
cookout in a city park. 

Ø Other projects around the ranch: animal care, gardening, 
additional landscaping, serving in the name of Jesus 
wherever and however we can. 

 
Many Hands and Hearts 

For every person who makes the trip, we will need several more 
who stay at home to support the effort in a variety of ways, e.g.,  

• constant prayer  • design a T-shirt • donate funds 
• support families at home • loan luggage • gather materials 
• sew items for blessing • drive to airport • more ideas coming 

 bags 
 

Travel 
On Saturday, August 6 the team will fly from Boston to Denver, 
where we will rent vans or other vehicles and drive an hour or two 
north to the Ft. Collins area.  Our return on August 14 will reverse 
the process.  Colorado is 2 hours behind New Hampshire, in 
Mountain Daylight Time. 



Lodging & Meals 
For most of our week in Colorado, the team will stay at a church in 
Ft. Collins, about a 40 minute drive from SWM’s Wellington ranch. 
We’ll bring our own sleeping bags and pads or air matresses (or 
maybe we’ll buy them out there and leave them), and will use shower 
facilities at the church. We’ll rise fairly early each morning and 
drive to the ranch to begin our work, and we’ll share in both the 
preparation and the enjoyment of our meals with the Rennells 
family. 

On the first night and the last night of the trip, the team will stay in 
hotels, with the final Saturday set aside for a bit of R&R and team 
time before our return home on Sunday. 
 

Financial Considerations 
The estimated cost per team member is around $1150, which 
covers our air travel and ground transportation, lodging, meals 
(except for possibly a meal or two on our travel days), training, and 
some administrative and ministry-related costs.  With support from 
the Trinity church family and relying on God’s provision, team 
members will work together to cover all of these costs through a 
combination of fundraising and personal contribution (which are tax-
deductible since we’re going as a ministry of the church).  Any funds 
raised beyond the actual team expenses will be passed along to 
Soaring Wings Ministries. 

Beyond these team costs, individual team members may incur 
additional expenses such as:  

Ø airport meals & snacks 
Ø souvenirs & gifts 

 
Bringing It Home 

One of our objectives for this trip is to gain a greater understand-
ing of God’s heart of compassion for the hurting and to learn how 
to apply that, both personally and collectively, in our own minis-
tries of mercy here in New Hampshire. 

Training & Preparation 
This is obviously more complicated than a typical vacation.  We’re 
going as servants, not tourists.  And we’re serving as a team, not 
just a collection of individuals who happen to get on the same 
plane.  Therefore all team members will be expected to participate 
together in a substantial training and preparation process similar 
to a small group ministry.  Using a discipleship curriculum 
designed for this purpose, this process is intended…  

Ø to grow us as Christ-followers  
Ø to equip us for ministry, both generally and specific to 

helping the homeless  
Ø to help us learn to function well as a team  
Ø to walk us through logistical issues such as applying for 

passports and assuring safety in our travel and work 
Ø to give us a chance to plan the details for the project itself.  

These training sessions will begin in April once the team is 
formed, and must be given highest priority.  See the Timeline in 
your packet, along with the Team Training Schedule/Outline. 
 

Age Considerations 

Young people who are 10 to 15 years old can apply only if one of 
their parents is on the project team. (Ask for a modified Kids’ Application 
form for those under 14.)  A 16- or 17-year old with his/her parents’ 
permission will be considered if an adult on the team agrees to be 
responsible for that minor, and the teen agrees to be accountable 
to that adult during the trip. 
 

How to Apply 

Complete the application found in your packet and return no later 
than February 28 (sooner is better).  Mail or hand-deliver to Doug 
Dean at the church: P.O. Box 566, South Sutton, NH  03273. Be 
sure you’ve listed both references with complete contact info, and 
that you’ve read and signed the commitment on the last page. 

 


